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Doing Business 2018 Indicators
(in order of appearance in the document)

Starting a business Procedures, time, cost and paid-in minimum capital to start a limited liability company

Dealing with construction
permits

Procedures, time and cost to complete all formalities to build a warehouse and the quality control and
safety mechanisms in the construction permitting system

Getting electricity Procedures, time and cost to get connected to the electrical grid, the reliability of the electricity supply and
the transparency of tariffs

Registering property Procedures, time and cost to transfer a property and the quality of the land administration system

Getting credit Movable collateral laws and credit information systems

Protecting minority investors Minority shareholders’ rights in related-party transactions and in corporate governance

Paying taxes Payments, time and total tax rate for a firm to comply with all tax regulations as well as post-filing processes

Trading across borders Time and cost to export the product of comparative advantage and import auto parts

Enforcing contracts Time and cost to resolve a commercial dispute and the quality of judicial processes

Resolving insolvency Time, cost, outcome and recovery rate for a commercial insolvency and the strength of the legal framework
for insolvency

Labor market regulation Flexibility in employment regulation and aspects of job quality

About Doing Business

The Doing Business project provides objective measures of business regulations and their enforcement across 190 economies and

selected cities at the subnational and regional level.

The Doing Business project, launched in 2002, looks at domestic small and medium-size companies and measures the regulations

applying to them through their life cycle.

Doing Business captures several important dimensions of the regulatory environment as it applies to local  rms. It provides

quantitative indicators on regulation for starting a business, dealing with construction permits, getting electricity, registering

property, getting credit, protecting minority investors, paying taxes, trading across borders, enforcing contracts and resolving

insolvency. Doing Business also measures features of labor market regulation. Although Doing Business does not present rankings

of economies on the labor market regulation indicators or include the topic in the aggregate distance to frontier score or ranking on

the ease of doing business, it does present the data for these indicators.

By gathering and analyzing comprehensive quantitative data to compare business regulation environments across economies and

over time, Doing Business encourages economies to compete towards more e cient regulation; o ers measurable benchmarks for

reform; and serves as a resource for academics, journalists, private sector researchers and others interested in the business

climate of each economy.

In addition, Doing Business o ers detailed subnational reports, which exhaustively cover business regulation and reform in di erent

cities and regions within a nation. These reports provide data on the ease of doing business, rank each location, and recommend

reforms to improve performance in each of the indicator areas. Selected cities can compare their business regulations with other

cities in the economy or region and with the 190 economies that Doing Business has ranked.

The  rst Doing Business report, published in 2003, covered 5 indicator sets and 133 economies. This year’s report covers 11

indicator sets and 190 economies. Most indicator sets refer to a case scenario in the largest business city of each economy, except

for 11 economies that have a population of more than 100 million as of 2013 (Bangladesh, Brazil, China, India, Indonesia, Japan,

Mexico, Nigeria, Pakistan, the Russian Federation and the United States) where Doing Business, also collected data for the second

largest business city. The data for these 11 economies are a population-weighted average for the 2 largest business cities. The

project has bene ted from feedback from governments, academics, practitioners and reviewers. The initial goal remains: to provide

an objective basis for understanding and improving the regulatory environment for business around the world.

The distance to frontier (DTF) measure shows the distance of each economy to the “frontier,” which represents the best

performance observed on each of the indicators across all economies in the Doing Business sample since 2005. An economy’s

distance to frontier is re ected on a scale from 0 to 100, where 0 represents the lowest performance and 100 represents the

frontier. The ease of doing business ranking ranges from 1 to 190. The ranking of 190 economies is determined by sorting the

aggregate distance to frontier scores, rounded to two decimals.

More about Doing Business (PDF, 5MB)

Ease of Doing Business in

Mexico
Region

Latin America &

Caribbean

Income Category Upper middle income

Population 127,540,423

GNI Per Capita (US$) 9,040

City Covered Mexico City

DB 2018 Rank
190 1

49

DB 2018 Distance to Frontier (DTF)
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72.27

0 100
82.54: United States (Rank: 6)

72.27: Mexico (Rank: 49)

60.76: India (Rank: 100)

58.66: Regional Average (Latin America & Caribbean)

56.45: Brazil (Rank: 125)

DB 2018 Distance to Frontier (DTF)

Note: The distance to frontier (DTF) measure shows the distance of each economy to the “frontier,” which represents the best performance observed on each of
the indicators across all economies in the Doing Business sample since 2005. An economy’s distance to frontier is re ected on a scale from 0 to 100, where 0
represents the lowest performance and 100 represents the frontier. The ease of doing business ranking ranges from 1 to 190.
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Starting a Business

This topic measures the paid-in minimum capital requirement, number of procedures, time and cost for a small- to medium-sized

limited liability company to start up and formally operate in economy’s largest business city.

To make the data comparable across 190 economies, Doing Business uses a standardized business that is 100% domestically

owned, has start-up capital equivalent to 10 times income per capita, engages in general industrial or commercial activities and

employs between 10 and 50 people one month after the commencement of operations, all of whom are domestic nationals. Starting

a Business considers two types of local limited liability companies that are identical in all aspects, except that one company is owned

by 5 married women and the other by 5 married men. The distance to frontier score for each indicator is the average of the scores

obtained for each of the component indicators.

The latest round of data collection for the project was completed in June 2017. See the methodology for more information.

What the indicators measure

Procedures to  legal ly  start  and operate a
company (number)

Pre-registration (for example, name verification
or reservation, notarization)

Registration in economy’s largest business city

Post-registration (for example, social security
registration, company seal)

Obtaining approval from spouse to start business
or leave home to register company

Obtaining any gender-specific permission that
can impact company registration, company
operations and process of getting national
identity card

Time required to complete each procedure
(calendar days)

Does not include time spent gathering
information

Each procedure starts on a separate day (2
procedures cannot start on the same day)

Procedures fully completed online are recorded
as ½ day

Procedure is considered completed once final
document is received

No prior contact with officials 

Cost required to complete each procedure (% of
income per capita)

Official costs only, no bribes

No professional fees unless services required by
law or commonly used in practice

Paid-in minimum capital (% of income per capita)

Funds deposited in a bank or with third party
before registration or up to 3 months after
incorporation

Case study assumptions

To make the data comparable across economies, several assumptions
about the business and the procedures are used. It is assumed that any
required information is readily available and that the entrepreneur will pay
no bribes.

The business:
- Is a limited liability company (or its legal equivalent). If there is more than
one type of limited liability company in the economy, the most common
among domestic  rms is chosen. Information on the most common form is
obtained from incorporation lawyers or the statistical o ce. 
- Operates in the economy’s largest business city and the entire o ce
space is approximately 929 square meters (10,000 square feet).  For 11
economies the data are also collected for the second largest business city.
- Is 100% domestically owned and has  ve owners, none of whom is a legal
entity; and has a start-up capital of 10 times income per capita and has a
turnover of at least 100 times income per capita. 
- Performs general industrial or commercial activities, such as the
production or sale of goods or services to the public. The business does
not perform foreign trade activities and does not handle products subject
to a special tax regime, for example, liquor or tobacco. It does not use
heavily polluting production processes. 
- Leases the commercial plant or o ces and is not a proprietor of real
estate and the amount of the annual lease for the o ce space is equivalent
to 1 times income per capita.
- Does not qualify for investment incentives or any special bene ts. 
-  Has  at  least  10  and up to  50  employees  one month af ter  the
commencement of operations, all of whom are domestic nationals. 
- Has a company deed 10 pages long.

The owners: 
- Have reached the legal age of majority. If there is no legal age of majority,
they are assumed to be 30 years old. 
- Are sane, competent, in good health and have no criminal record. 
- Are married and the marriage is monogamous and registered with the
authorities. 
- Where the answer di ers according to the legal system applicable to the
woman or man in question (as may be the case in economies where there
is legal plurality), the answer used will be the one that applies to the
majority of the population.

Starting a Business - Mexico City

Standardized Company

Legal form Sociedad Anónima (S.A.) - Corporation

Paid-in minimum capital requirement MXN 1

City Covered Mexico City

Indicator Mexico City
Latin America &
Caribbean

OECD high
income Overall Best Performer

Procedure – Men (number) 8 8.4 4.9 1.00 (New Zealand)

Time – Men (days) 8.5 31.7 8.5 0.50 (New Zealand)

Cost – Men (% of income per capita) 18.2 37.5 3.1 0.00 (United Kingdom)

Procedure – Women (number) 8 8.5 4.9 1.00 (New Zealand)

Time – Women (days) 8.5 31.8 8.5 0.50 (New Zealand)

Cost – Women (% of income per capita) 18.2 37.5 3.1 0.00 (United Kingdom)

Paid-in min. capital (% of income per capita) 0.0 2.1 8.7 0.00 (113 Economies)

Figure – Starting a Business in Mexico and comparator economies – Ranking and DTF

DB 2018 Distance to Frontier (DTF)
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91.23: United States (Rank: 49)

87.92: Monterrey

85.42: Mexico City

75.40: India (Rank: 156)

65.05: Brazil (Rank: 176)

Note: The ranking of economies on the ease of starting a business is determined by sorting their distance to frontier scores for
starting a business. These scores are the simple average of the distance to frontier scores for each of the component indicators.

Figure – Starting a Business in Mexico City – Procedure, Time and Cost
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* This symbol is shown beside procedure numbers that take place simultaneously with the previous procedure.

Note: Online procedures account for 0.5 days in the total time calculation. For economies that have a di erent procedure list for
men and women, the graph shows the time for women.  For more information on methodology, see the Doing Business website
(http://www.doingbusiness.org/methodology). For details on the procedures re ected here, see the summary below.  

Details – Starting a Business in Mexico City – Procedure, Time and Cost

Applies to women only.

Takes place simultaneously with previous procedure.

No. Procedures Time to Complete Associated Costs

1 Obtain the authorization of using the company name online

Agency : Ministry of Economy (Secretaría de Economia)

The applicant can obtain the authorization of using the company name
online at www.gob.mx/tuempresa. After the registration in the website, the
entrepreneur provides the company name it wishes to use. The Ministry of
Economy will  rst check its availability and then proceed if it complies with
the legal framework. The authorization is issued via email and is valid for 2
days.

2 days no charge

2 Notary prepares the deed and parties sign it at the notary public

Agency : Public Notary

The company’s deed of incorporation must be prepared by a notary. Upon
receipt of the authorization regarding the company name, the notary
proceeds to notify of the use of the corporate name and draft the articles of
incorporation in order to be duly signed by the partners. 

The founding partners must provide their general personal information
(o cial identi cations, Tax IDs) and a statement for the start-up capital,
which is normally transferred to the new company's management board. A
bank account can be opened once the company has been incorporated.

It usually takes the notary 2-3 days for the notary to review the documents
and process the  nal incorporation deed for execution by the relevant
parties.

2 days on average MXN 10,500 (notary
fees) + MXN 16,586.5
(registration fees)

3 File the deed of incorporation with the Public Registry of Commerce

Agency : Public Registry of Commerce

In order to publicize the act of incorporation, companies registered must  le
the deed of incorporation with the Public Registry of commerce.

The notary public is in charge of making the registration of the articles of
incorporation at the Public Registry of Commerce whether in person or
through remote electronic means. The following documents are required: (i)
a duly notarized articles of incorporation (+ a copy) and (ii) a document
certifying age above 18 years old. 

Once the fees are paid the information is uploaded into the Siger system
(http://www.siger.gob.mx) the pre-coded forms are  lled out with
information included in the articles of incorporation, then they are sent to
the Public Registry of Commerce and enrollment takes place immediately.

Half a day (online
procedure)

Included in
procedure 2

4 Obtain a Tax Registry Number (RFC) with the Tax Authorities (Sistema de
Administración Tributaria - SAT)

Agency : Tax Authorities (Sistema de Administración Tributaria - SAT)

The company must obtain a Tax ID number (Registro Federal de
Contribuyentes - "RFC") from the Tax Authorities. Notaries are able do obtain
it at the following web page:
https://www.siat.sat.gob.mx/PTSC/. He/she submits the information on the
company and retrieves the RFC and the Tax Identi cation Card in pdf format.

The entrepreneur can also obtain the RFC but needs to go in person to the
service center to obtain an electronic signature.

Half a day (online
procedure) , 2 days
if done by the
entrepreneur

no charge

5 Register with the Mexican Social Security Institute (IMSS)

Agency : Mexican Social Security Institute (IMSS)

This is a federal procedure that is performed to enroll at least one worker in
Social Security. Information is available in person, by phone and on the
agency’s website: http://www.imss.gob.mx/ The employer must  le AFIL02
format. 

The application may be pre-submitted online and then through a visit to the
agency’s o ce the entrepreneur will obtain the registration. The process is
regulated by the Social Security Act and the Regulations of the Law on Social
Insurance regarding Membership, Business Classi cation, Collection and
Taxation. 

At the same time the company registers with the IMSS, registration at the
National Worker’s Housing Fund Institute (INFONAVIT) takes place and
individual retirement savings accounts for the employees (Afore) are
opened.

1 day no charge

6 Register with the local Tax Authorities (Secretaría de Finanzas del
Gobierno del Distrito Federal) for payroll tax

Agency : Local Tax Authorities (Secretaría de Finanzas del Gobierno del
Distrito Federal)

The company must register with the local tax administration after registering
with the IMSS. The local o ce can be found at www. nanzas.df.gob.mx. The
tax registration number and the company’s postal code are required to
register.

1 day no charge

7 Notify the local government (Delegación) online of the opening of a
mercantile establishment

Agency : Local District (Delegación)

The notice of opening a mercantile establishment is fully completed online
through the website
http://pits.sedecodf.gob.mx/pits/pages/requisitos.xhtml. For low risk
activities, the noti cation record is received automatically in an email.

Less than one day
(online procedure)

no charge

8 Register with the National Business Information Registry (Sistema de
Información Empresarial - SIEM)

Agency : National Business Information Registry (Sistema de Información
Empresarial - SIEM)

Mandatory registration with the National Business Information Registry
(Sistema de Information Empresarial, SIEM) has been in e ect since January
1997. The company will be registered with the speci c chamber
corresponding to its corporate purpose or activities. The cost varies with the
number of employees and the company’s activities as shown below.

Fees for industry related activities (maximum fees)
-6 or more employees $ 670
-3 to 5 employees $ 350
-Up to 2 employees $ 150

Fees for commercial and services related activities (maximum fees):
-4 or more employees $ 640
-3 or less employees $ 300
-Up to 2 employees $ 100

1 day The costs can vary
from MXN $600 to
MXN $670 

Starting a Business - Monterrey

Standardized Company

Legal form Sociedad Anónima (S.A.) - Corporation

Paid-in minimum capital requirement MXN 1

City Covered Monterey

Indicator Monterrey
Latin America &
Caribbean

OECD high
income Overall Best Performer

Procedure – Men (number) 7 8.4 4.9 1.00 (New Zealand)

Time – Men (days) 8 31.7 8.5 0.50 (New Zealand)

Cost – Men (% of income per capita) 11.0 37.5 3.1 0.00 (United Kingdom)

Procedure – Women (number) 7 8.5 4.9 1.00 (New Zealand)

Time – Women (days) 8 31.8 8.5 0.50 (New Zealand)

Cost – Women (% of income per capita) 11.0 37.5 3.1 0.00 (United Kingdom)

Paid-in min. capital (% of income per capita) 0.0 2.1 8.7 0.00 (113 Economies)

Figure – Starting a Business in Mexico and comparator economies – Ranking and DTF

DB 2018 Distance to Frontier (DTF)
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91.23: United States (Rank: 49)

87.92: Monterrey

85.42: Mexico City

75.40: India (Rank: 156)

65.05: Brazil (Rank: 176)

Note: The ranking of economies on the ease of starting a business is determined by sorting their distance to frontier scores for
starting a business. These scores are the simple average of the distance to frontier scores for each of the component indicators.

Figure – Starting a Business in Monterrey – Procedure, Time and Cost
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* This symbol is shown beside procedure numbers that take place simultaneously with the previous procedure.

Note: Online procedures account for 0.5 days in the total time calculation. For economies that have a di erent procedure list for
men and women, the graph shows the time for women.  For more information on methodology, see the Doing Business website
(http://www.doingbusiness.org/methodology). For details on the procedures re ected here, see the summary below.  

Details – Starting a Business in Monterrey – Procedure, Time and Cost

Applies to women only.

Takes place simultaneously with previous procedure.

No. Procedures Time to Complete Associated Costs

1 Obtain the authorization of using the company name online and  le the
draft deed of incorporation with the notary online

Agency : Ministry of Economy (Secretaría de Economia)

The applicant can obtain the authorization of using the company name
online at www.gob.mx/tuempresa. After the registration in the website, the
entrepreneur provides the company name it wishes to use. The Ministry of
Economy will  rst check its availability and then proceed if it complies with
the legal framework. The authorization is issued via email and is valid for 2
days.

2 days no charge

2 Notary prepares the deed of incorporation and parties sign it at the
notary public

Agency : Public Notary

The company’s deed is prepared by a notary. Upon receipt of authorization
regarding the company name, the notary proceeds to notify of the use of the
corporate name and draft the articles of incorporation in order to be duly
signed by the partners. The founding partners must provide their general
personal information (o cial identi cations, Tax IDs) and a statement for the
start-up capital, which is normally transferred to the new company's
management board. A bank account can be opened once the company has
been incorporated.

2 days MXN 8,500

3 File the deed of incorporation with the Public Registry of Commerce

Agency : Public Registry of Commerce

In order to publicize the act of incorporation, companies registered must  le
the deed of incorporation with the Public Registry of commerce.

The notary public is in charge of making the registration of the articles of
incorporation at the Public Registry of Commerce whether in person or
through remote electronic means. The following documents are required: (i)
a duly notarized articles of incorporation (+ a copy) and (ii) a document
certifying age above 18 years old. 

Once the fees are paid the information is uploaded into the portal
(http://www.siger.gob.mx/), the pre-coded forms are  lled out with
information included in the articles of incorporation and they are sent to the
Public Registry of Commerce where enrollment takes place immediately. 

Less than one day
(online procedure)

5 per thousand of
share capital

4 Obtain a Tax Registry Number (RFC) with the Tax Authorities (Sistema de
Administración Tributaria - SAT)

Agency : Tax Authorities (Sistema de Administración Tributaria - SAT)

The company must obtain a tax ID number (Registro Federal de
Contribuyentes "RFC") from the Tax Authorities. Notaries are able to obtain it
via the online portal (https://www.siat.sat.gob.mx/PTSC/). He/she submits the
information on the company and retrieves the RFC and the Tax Identi cation
Card in pdf format.

The entrepreneur can also obtain the RFC but needs to go in person to the
service center to obtain an electronic signature.

Less than a day
(online procedure),
1 day if done by the
entrepreneur

no charge

5 Register with the Mexican Social Security Institute (IMSS)

Agency : Mexican Social Security Institute (IMSS)

This is a federal procedure that is performed to enroll at least one worker in
Social Security. Information is available in person, by phone and on the
agency’s website: http://www.imss.gob.mx/ The employer must  le AFIL02
format. The application may be pre-submitted online and then through a
visit to the agency’s o ce the entrepreneur will obtain the registration.

The process is regulated by the Social Security Act and the Regulations of the
Law on Social Insurance regarding Membership, Business Classi cation,
Collection and Taxation. 

At the same time the company registers with the IMSS, registration at the
National Worker’s Housing Fund Institute (INFONAVIT) takes place and
individual retirement savings accounts for the employees (Afore) are
opened.

1 day no charge

6 Register with the State Taxpayer Registry at the Ministry of Finance of
the State of Nuevo León

Agency : Ministry of Finance of the State of Nuevo León

This procedure consists in registering the tax payer’s information at the
State Registry to obtain an account to  le the tax returns corresponding to
the payroll tax (ISN). To complete the procedure, the user must have: a. State
Registry Form (original and copy); b. Proof of  scal residence, no older than
one month (original and copy); c. O cial current photo ID of the person
concerned and her/his representative if applicable (original and copy); d .
Articles of incorporation (copy); e . Proof of the identity of the legal
representative, and where applicable the notarized power of attorney and a
valid o cial identi cation with photograph of the representative (original
and copy) ; f . Being a person or entity; g .Domicile or establishment located
in the state of Nuevo León. Information about this procedure is available in
person, by phone and on the agency’s website: http://www.nl.gob.mx/ The
employer must go to the Taxpayers Registry, Lodging, Awards and ISAN
window, and proceeded to register her/his data in the system and at the end
is given an account number. 

The procedure is regulated by Arts. 154 and 155 of the Finance Act of the
State of Nuevo León; and by the Agreement of Cooperation in Fiscal Federal
Matters between Mexico’s Federal Ministry of Finance and the State of Nuevo
León.

1 day no charge

7 Register with the National Business Information Registry (Sistema de
Información Empresarial - SIEM)

Agency : National Business Information Registry (Sistema de Información
Empresarial - SIEM)

Mandatory registration with the National Business Information Registry
(SIEM) has been in e ect since January 1997. The company will be registered
with the speci c chamber corresponding to its corporate purpose or
activities. The cost varies with the number of employees and the company’s
activities as shown below.

Fees for industry related activities (maximum fees):
-6 or more employees $ 670
-3 to 5 employees $ 350
-Up to 2 employees $ 150

Fees for commercial and services related activities (maximum fees):
-4 or more employees $ 640
-3 or less employees $ 300
-Up to 2 employees $ 100

The costs can vary from MXN $100 to MXN $670.

1 day The costs can vary
from MXN $600 to
MXN $670

Dealing with Construction Permits

This topic tracks the procedures, time and cost to build a warehouse—including obtaining necessary the licenses and permits,

submitting all required noti cations, requesting and receiving all necessary inspections and obtaining utility connections. In

addition, the Dealing with Construction Permits indicator measures the building quality control index, evaluating the quality of

building regulations, the strength of quality control and safety mechanisms, liability and insurance regimes, and professional

certi cation requirements. The most recent round of data collection was completed in June 2017. See the methodology for more

information

What the indicators measure

Procedures to legally build a warehouse (number)

Submitting all relevant documents and obtaining
all necessary clearances, licenses, permits and
certificates

Submitting all required notifications and
receiving all necessary inspections

Obtaining utility connections for water and
sewerage

Registering and selling the warehouse after its
completion

Time required to complete each procedure
(calendar days)

Does not include time spent gathering
information

Each procedure starts on a separate day—
though procedures that can be fully completed
online are an exception to this rule

Procedure is considered completed once final
document is received

No prior contact with officials

Cost required to complete each procedure (% of
warehouse value)

Official costs only, no bribes

Building quality control index (0-15)

Sum of the scores of six component indices:

Quality of building regulations (0-2)

Quality control before construction (0-1)

Quality control during construction (0-3)

Quality control after construction (0-3)

Liability and insurance regimes (0-2)

Professional certifications (0-4)

Case study assumptions

To make the data comparable across economies, several assumptions
about the construction company, the warehouse project and the utility
connections are used.

The construction company (BuildCo):
- Is a limited liability company (or its legal equivalent) and operates in the
economy’s largest business city. For 11 economies the data are also
collected for the second largest business city. 
- Is 100% domestically and privately owned; has  ve owners, none of whom
is a legal entity. Has a licensed architect and a licensed engineer, both
registered with the local association of architects or engineers. BuildCo is
not assumed to have any other employees who are technical or licensed
experts, such as geological or topographical experts. 
- Owns the land on which the warehouse will be built and will sell the
warehouse upon its completion. 

The warehouse: 
- Will be used for general storage activities, such as storage of books or
stationery. 
- Will have two stories, both above ground, with a total constructed area of
approximately 1,300.6 square meters (14,000 square feet). Each  oor will
be 3 meters (9 feet, 10 inches) high and will be located on a land plot of
approximately 929 square meters (10,000 square feet) that is 100% owned
by BuildCo, and the warehouse is valued at 50 times income per capita. 
- Will have complete architectural and technical plans prepared by a
licensed architect. If preparation of the plans requires such steps as
obtaining further documentation or getting prior approvals from external
agencies, these are counted as procedures. 
- Will take 30 weeks to construct (excluding all delays due to administrative
and regulatory requirements).  

The water and sewerage connections: 
- Will be 150 meters (492 feet) from the existing water source and sewer
tap. If there is no water delivery infrastructure in the economy, a borehole
will be dug. If there is no sewerage infrastructure, a septic tank in the
smallest size available will be installed or built. 
- Will have an average water use of 662 liters (175 gallons) a day and an
average wastewater  ow of 568 liters (150 gallons) a day. Will have a peak
water use of 1,325 liters (350 gallons) a day and a peak wastewater  ow of
1,136 liters (300 gallons) a day. 
- Will have a constant level of water demand and wastewater  ow
throughout the year; will be 1 inch in diameter for the water connection
and 4 inches in diameter for the sewerage connection.

Dealing with Construction Permits - Mexico City

Standardized Warehouse

Estimated value of warehouse MXN 7,603,885.10

City Covered Mexico City

Indicator Mexico City
Latin America &
Caribbean

OECD high
income Overall Best Performer

Procedures (number) 15 15.7 12.5 7.00 (Denmark)

Time (days) 76 191.8 154.6 27.5 (Korea, Rep.)

Cost (% of warehouse value) 11.4 3.2 1.6 0.10 (5 Economies)

Building quality control index (0-15) 12.0 8.8 11.4 15.00 (3 Economies)

Figure – Dealing with Construction Permits in Mexico and comparator economies – Ranking and DTF

DB 2018 Distance to Frontier (DTF)

0 100

75.77: United States (Rank: 36)

73.70: Monterrey

67.17: Mexico City

49.83: Brazil (Rank: 170)

38.80: India (Rank: 181)

Note: The ranking of economies on the ease of dealing with construction permits is determined by sorting their distance to frontier
scores for dealing with construction permits. These scores are the simple average of the distance to frontier scores for each of the
component indicators.

Figure – Dealing with Construction Permits in Mexico City – Procedure, Time and Cost
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* This symbol is shown beside procedure numbers that take place simultaneously with the previous procedure.

Note: Online procedures account for 0.5 days in the total time calculation. For economies that have a di erent procedure list for
men and women, the graph shows the time for women.  For more information on methodology, see the Doing Business website
(http://www.doingbusiness.org/methodology). For details on the procedures re ected here, see the summary below.  

Figure – Dealing with Construction Permits in Mexico City and comparator economies – Measure of Quality
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Details – Dealing with Construction Permits in Mexico City – Procedure, Time and Cost

Takes place simultaneously with previous procedure.

No. Procedures Time to Complete Associated Costs

1 Request and obtain the alignment certi cate (alineamiento) and o cial
number (número o cial)

Agency : Delegational One-Stop Shop (Ventanilla Única Delegacional), Urban
Development and Housing Ministry (Secretaría de Desarrollo Urbano y
Vivienda), and Federal District Department (Gobierno del Distrito Federal)

The relevant agencies for this procedure are the Delegational One-Stop Shop
(Ventanilla Única Delegacional), the Urban Development and Housing
Ministry (Secretaría de Desarrollo Urbano y Vivienda), and the Federal
District Department (Gobierno del Distrito Federal). Either a simple original
copy or a certi ed one is acceptable. 

For the o cial number, the Federal District Department will assign a single
o cial number for each property, at the request of the interested party, that
has a front facing the public pathway. For the o cial alignment, the plot
across the land indicates the restrictions or expropriation lines to be
respected in the interaction between the property and the public pathway.
Obtaining the single zoning certi cate stating speci c land use and feasibility
is required. 

The following documents must be submitted: 
• Proof of payment of applicable real estate taxes (copy)
• Public deed certifying property or title ownership (original and copy)
• Payment of all fees
• Application form (original)
• Identi cation of the person completing the procedure and document
certifying the respective identity (original and copy)

Payment is made the same day when the certi cate is requested. At the
same time, a date is set for the taxpayer to return to receive the certi cate,
generally within 3 or 4 working days. The certi cate is valid for 2 years.

The o cial time limit is 8 days, but in practice, the process can take 1 -- 2
weeks. As the  rst procedure, it is not a simultaneous one.

11 days MXN 1,158

2 Obtain a topographic map

Agency : Private licensed company

A topographical study is conducted prior to construction to measure the
levels on the speci c terrain. It is a general technical requirement when
building a structure of this class. Although a topographical test is not
required by law, it is consistently conducted in practice.

11 days MXN 17,500

3 Request and obtain single zoning certi cate stating speci c land use
and feasibility

Agency : Subdirección de Ventanilla Única of the Secretaría de Desarrollo
Urbano y Vivienda attached to the Dirección del Registro de los Planes y
Programas de Desarrollo Urbano of the Dirección General de Desarrollo
Urbano

At this stage, BuildCo obtains the document that certi es whether a speci c
use of a given building is authorized.
The latest fee change, as of January 2017, was established by the Fiscal Code
for Mexico City for 2017.

6 days MXN 1,390

4 Request a water feasibility study

Agency : Sistema de Aguas de la Ciudad de México

Upon reception of the zoning certi cate, BuildCo must request a water
feasibility study in order to continue the request of building permit. This
procedure precedes the application for drinking water supply.

1 day no charge

5 Receive inspection for a water feasibility study

Agency : Water Services Agency

After requesting for a water feasibility study, there is an inspection to assess
the feasibility of the water connection, sewage and rainwater drainage
services will be installed in the construction. 

1 day no charge

6 Obtain a water feasibiilty study

Agency : Water Services Agency

Once the inspection has been conducted, a water feasibility study report is
given to BuildCo, which will be used to continue processing the building
permits. 

10 days no charge

7 Obtain a certi cate of debts for Water services

Agency : Water Services Agency

Once the water feasibility process is on its way, Buildco. can also request a
certi cate of debts. This is another mandatory requirement to register a
construction statement type B. The warehouse in the case study is
considered a construction Type B, therefore this is applicable.

0.5 days MXN 145

8 Request and obtain a certi cate of good standing with the property tax

Agency : Tax Administrator Agency

Obtaining a clearance providing evidence that there are no outstanding land
taxes on the property is a required document to be submitted in order to
obtain a building permit.

0.5 days MXN 145

9 Register Construction Statement Type B

Agency : Ventanilla Única Delegacional

Construction Statement Type B applies to nonresidential or mixed uses of up
to 5,000 square meters or up to 10,000 square meters for residential use or
for single-family dwelling units within a risk zone. 

The following documents must be submitted:
• Valid alignment certi cate and o cial number (simple original copy or
certi ed one)
• Single zoning certi cate for speci c land use and feasibility (simple original
copy or certi ed copy for collation)
• Four copies of the architectural project for the construction work on duly
outlined scale maps and containing all speci cations regarding materials,
 nishes, and equipment to be used, signed by the owner, the director
responsible for the construction work, and the co-responsible party for
urban and architectural design and installations, as the case may be
• Project descriptive report
• Calculation report
• Registration and identi cation card of the director responsible for the
construction work and the co-responsible party for structural safety, urban
and architectural design, and installations as appropriate (simple original
copy or certi ed copy for collation)
• Two copies of the structural design signed by the director responsible for
the construction work and the co-responsible party for structural safety
• Proof of payment of improvement taxes for potable water and sewerage
works provided by the Federal District Department and license issuance fees
if the application is required (simple original copy or certi ed copy for
collation). Because the building considered here requires installation or
modi cation of the water main and hook-up to the sewage system, the
application and proof of payment of the corresponding fees are attached.

After registration of the construction statement, the one-stop shop
(Ventanilla Única Delegacional) reviews the submitted data and documents
and veri es the progress of the construction work under the terms stated in
the Administrative Veri cation Rules (Reglamento de Veri cación
Administrativa) for the Federal District.

The director responsible for the construction work undertakes to post a
signboard showing the registration number in the construction work
statement and the general construction work data, including the location
and statement validity. The signboard must be posted in a visible place and
legible from the public pathway.

The validity of the statement (for construction work completion) is as follows:
• Up to 300 square meters: 1 year
• 300 -- 1,000 square meters: 2 years
• More than 1,000 square meters: 3 years 

The cost for the water connection includes the installation of the main
pipeline, board, and meter. The cost to connect to water and sewage
services are included in this procedure since the proof of payment of such
fees are needed to request connection to these utility services (procedure
10). The cost is established by the Financial Code of the Federal District. This
procedure cannot be done without the results of the previous one, so it
cannot be simultaneous. 

1 day MXN 844,956

10 Notify the Municipal Authority upon completion of construction work

Agency : Municipality

The noti cation of completion is made in writing once the construction has
been completed. Once noti ed, inspectors may visit the location within a
week to verify the construction is in compliance with all applicable
regulation.

1 day no charge

11 Receive inspection upon completion of construction work from
Directorate of General Works

Agency : Directorate of General Works (Municipality)

BuildCo. request the occupancy clearance once all the previous inspections
have been passed in a satisfactory way.

1 day no charge

12 Request and obtain occupancy clearance

Agency : Delegational One-Stop Shop

Building use clearance is granted by the one-stop shop, once the occupancy
clearance is issued to BuildCo.

6 days no charge

13 Request and obtain authorization from civil protection

Agency : Secretaria de Protección Civil

An inspection from the civil protection agency (Secretaria de Protección Civil)
will be conducted upon request by BuildCo. After the form and the
emergency plan are  led, the civil protection agency will issue a certi cate
within 7 days. 

7 days no charge

14 Request and connect to water and sewage services

Agency : Sistema de Aguas de la Ciudad de México

Once BuildCo. receives the authorization by the Civil Protection Department,
it can request and obtain the water and sewage services.

30 days no charge

15
Update the building record at the Tax Ministry

Agency : Tax Ministry

Finally, BuildCo. is apt to register the new warehouse.The time and cost of
updating the building record are established by the Financial Code of the
Federal District, Article 217. The building is not actually registered with the
Property Registry. Once built, a cadastral actualization document
(manifestacion de actualisacion del valor cadastral) is  led for tax purposes
with the Tax Ministry. The information in the new deed is updated only when
the property (with the building included) is sold. In Mexico, the owner of the
land is automatically the owner of the building unless otherwise speci ed.
Only in cases where the owner of the building and the owner of the property
are two di erent people would the building be registered. 

1 day no charge

Details – Dealing with Construction Permits in Mexico City – Measure of Quality

Answer Score

Building quality control index (0-15) 12.0

Quality of building regulations index (0-2) 2.0

How accessible are building laws and regulations in your economy? (0-1) Available online;
Free of charge.

1.0

Which requirements for obtaining a building permit are clearly speci ed in the building
regulations or on any accessible website, brochure or pamphlet? (0-1)

List of required
documents; Fees
to be paid;
Required
preapprovals.

1.0

Quality control before construction index (0-1) 1.0

Which third-party entities are required by law to verify that the building plans are in
compliance with existing building regulations? (0-1)

Licensed
architect;
Licensed
engineer.

1.0

Quality control during construction index (0-3) 2.0

What types of inspections (if any) are required by law to be carried out during
construction? (0-2)

Inspections by
in-house
engineer.

1.0

Do legally mandated inspections occur in practice during construction? (0-1) Mandatory
inspections are
always done in
practice.

1.0

Quality control after construction index (0-3) 2.0

Is there a  nal inspection required by law to verify that the building was built in
accordance with the approved plans and regulations? (0-2)

Yes,  nal
inspection is
done by
government
agency; Yes, in-
house engineer
submits report
for  nal
inspection.

2.0

Do legally mandated  nal inspections occur in practice? (0-1) Final inspection
does not always
occur in practice;
Final inspection
occurs most of
the time.

0.0

Liability and insurance regimes index (0-2) 1.0

Which parties (if any) are held liable by law for structural  aws or problems in the
building once it is in use (Latent Defect Liability or Decennial Liability)? (0-1) 

Professional in
charge of the
supervision;
Construction
company; Owner
or investor.

1.0

Which parties (if any) are required by law to obtain an insurance policy to cover
possible structural  aws or problems in the building once it is in use (Latent Defect
Liability Insurance or Decennial Insurance)? (0-1)

No party is
required by law
to obtain
insurance .

0.0

Professional certi cations index (0-4) 4.0

What are the quali cation requirements for the professional responsible for verifying
that the architectural plans or drawings are in compliance with existing building
regulations? (0-2)

Minimum
number of years
of experience;
University
degree in
architecture or
engineering;
Being a
registered
architect or
engineer;
Passing a
certi cation
exam.

2.0

What are the quali cation requirements for the professional who supervises the
construction on the ground? (0-2)

Minimum
number of years
of experience;
University
degree in
engineering,
construction or
construction
management;
Being a
registered
architect or
engineer;
Passing a
certi cation
exam.

2.0

Dealing with Construction Permits - Monterrey

Standardized Warehouse

Estimated value of warehouse MXN 7,603,885.10

City Covered Monterey

Indicator Monterrey
Latin America &
Caribbean

OECD high
income Overall Best Performer

Procedures (number) 13 15.7 12.5 7.00 (Denmark)

Time (days) 113 191.8 154.6 27.5 (Korea, Rep.)

Cost (% of warehouse value) 3.0 3.2 1.6 0.10 (5 Economies)

Building quality control index (0-15) 10.0 8.8 11.4 15.00 (3 Economies)

Figure – Dealing with Construction Permits in Mexico and comparator economies – Ranking and DTF

DB 2018 Distance to Frontier (DTF)

0 100

75.77: United States (Rank: 36)

73.70: Monterrey

67.17: Mexico City

49.83: Brazil (Rank: 170)

38.80: India (Rank: 181)

Note: The ranking of economies on the ease of dealing with construction permits is determined by sorting their distance to frontier
scores for dealing with construction permits. These scores are the simple average of the distance to frontier scores for each of the
component indicators.

Figure – Dealing with Construction Permits in Monterrey – Procedure, Time and Cost

Procedures (number)

1 2 * 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
0

20

40

60

80

100

Ti
m
e 
(d
ay
s)

0

0.2

0.4

0.6

0.8

1

1.2

Co
st
 (%

 o
f w

ar
eh
ou
se
 v
al
ue
)

Time (days) Cost (% of warehouse value)

* This symbol is shown beside procedure numbers that take place simultaneously with the previous procedure.

Note: Online procedures account for 0.5 days in the total time calculation. For economies that have a di erent procedure list for
men and women, the graph shows the time for women.  For more information on methodology, see the Doing Business website
(http://www.doingbusiness.org/methodology). For details on the procedures re ected here, see the summary below.  

Figure – Dealing with Construction Permits in Monterrey and comparator economies – Measure of Quality
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Details – Dealing with Construction Permits in Monterrey – Procedure, Time and Cost

No. Procedures Time to Complete Associated Costs

1 Obtain feasibility of zoning certi cate (uso de suelo) in the Secretariat
for Urban Development and Ecology

Agency : Secretariat for Urban Development and Ecology

The zoning certi cate provides information on the type of constructions that
are allowed on the land. 

The following documents must be provided:
a. Feasibility application for urbanizing the land (original) 
b. Property title (1 copy) 
c. A document certifying the legal status of the applicant: 
d. Incorporation charter registered with the relevant authority (1 copy) 
e. Power of Attorney (1 copy) 
f. O cial identi cation of owner and agent (1 copy) 
g. Updated proof of payment of the property tax (1 copy) 
h. Location plan of the property 
i. Payment of the corresponding fees 

In areas considered high risk, a geophysical, geological and hydrological
study done by a registered expert may also be requested. 

The procedure is legislated in Arts. 140 and 143 of the Zoning and Land Use
Regulations of the City of Monterrey, Nuevo León. The basis of the cost is Art.
BIS-52, Section I of the Finance Act for the Municipalities of Nuevo León. 

5 days MXN 211

2 Receive civil protection authorization from the Department of Civil
Protection at the Secretariat for Urban Development and Ecology
(SEDUE)

Agency : Department of Civil Protection

This consists of the veri cation that the premises comply with the security
measures and minimum standards of protection to prevent civil
contingencies when in operation. 

The following documents must be provided:

a. O cial identi cation of the legal representative; 
b. 2 copies of the architectural plan; 
c. Proof of payment of the property taxes; 
d. Photograph of the land; 
e. Constitutive Act. 

The procedure is legislated in Art. 12, Section XXVI of the Civil Protection
Rules of the City of Monterrey, and Art. 26, Section XXI of the Civil Protection
Code of the State of Nuevo León.

8 days MXN 3,774

3 Obtain alignment certi cate (alineamiento vial) from the Secretariat for
Urban Development and Ecology

Agency : Secretariat for Urban Development and Ecology

The certi cate of alignment is issued by the Secretariat for Urban
Development and Ecology, not the Fire Department, to provide the exact
limit of the private property in regards to public roads. 

The following documents must be provided: 
a. Document proving ownership; 
b. O cial identi cation of the legal representative; 
c. Proof of property taxes paid;
d. Plan of the location of the property 

The procedure is legislated in Art. Regulation 73 of the Zoning and Land Use
Rules of the City of Monterrey, Nuevo León. The basis of the cost is in Art. 52-
BIS, Section IX of the Finance Act for the Municipalities of Nuevo León.

5 days MXN 528

4 Request land use license, building use license, o cial number and
construction license

Agency : Secretariat for Urban Development and Ecology

ONce the certi cate of alingment is issued, BuildCo. can request the land use
license, building use license, o cial number and construction license from
the Secretariat for Urban Development and Ecology.

1 day MXN 5,707

5 Receive inspection prior to issuing the land use license, building use
license, o cial number and construction license

Agency : Secretariat for Urban Development and Ecology

Prior to the issuance of the building permit, there is a site visit to verify the
conditions of the property. The inspection is scheduled at the time of the
application for licenses of land use, building use and construction. 

The procedure is legislated in Art. 351 of the Law of Urban Development of
the State of Nuevo Leon.

1 day no charge

6 Receive land use license, building use license, o cial number and
construction license

Agency : Secretariat for Urban Development and Ecology

Through a unique form issued by the City of Monterrey, the o cial number
that corresponds to the property is provided, in addition to the permitted
and prohibited uses at the site. The authorization of the construction of a
new building on the premises is also provided. 

The following documents must be presented: 

a. Application form; 
b. Document proving ownership; 
c. Proof of payment of property tax; 
d. Professional license and responsive letter signed by the DRO; 
e. 4 photographs of the exterior of the property; 
f. Drawings of the draft; 
g. Architectural plans of the project in physical and AutoCAD 2004 format; 
h. Evidence of alignment; 
i. Soil mechanics and technical report of the proyect; 
j. Policy of liability insurance; 
k. Approval of Municipal Civil Protection; 
l. Proof of payment of fees. 

The customer must go to the Dirección de Control Urbano to complete the
procedure from Monday to Friday between 8:00 am to 2:00 pm. 

The procedure is legislated in Art. 11 of the Zoning and Land Use Rules of the
Municipality of Monterrey, Nuevo Leon and Arts. 17 and 20 of the Building
Rules of the City of Monterrey, Nuevo León. The basis of the cost is in Art. 52,
Section I, Subsection A, Art. 52- BIS, Section II, Paragraph E, Section III,
Paragraph E and Art. 55 of the Finance Act for the Municipalities of the State
of Nuevo León.

40 days MXN 68,332

7 Update the cadastral registry

Agency : Institute for registry and Cadastral Filing of Nuevo Leon

BuildCo must update the cadastral information of the property (surface and
value) before beginning construction.

The following documents must be presented:
a. Application form
b. O cial property plan approved by the municipal authority
c. Proof of payment of the property tax
d. Land use license
e. Title deed
f. Power of attorney of the legal representative
g. Identi cation document of the person submitting the application
h. Payment of the corresponding fees

The procedure is regulated in Arts. 9, 22, and 31 bis 1 of the Cadastral Law of
the State of Nuevo León and Arts. 12, 14, 25, 26, 29, 31 and 21 of the
regulations of the Cadastral Law of the State of Nuevo León.

The cost is regulated by Art. 277, Section V of the Finance Law of the State of
Nuevo León.

6 days MXN 38,019

8 Request and obtain feasibility study for water and drainage services
from the Water and Drainage Services of Monterrey (SADM)

Agency : Water and Drainage Services of Monterrey (SADM)

It is the process that con rms the possibility of providing a potable water
and sewer service connection in a certain area of the city. 

To perform the procedure, BuildCo must have: 
a. Unique form to request the service; 
b. Sketch of the location. 

BuildCo must visit any commercial o ce the SADM at the Costumer Service
Section and request the feasibility to contract the service. 

The procedure is legislated in Art. 42 of the Finance Act for the Municipalities
of Nuevo León.

21 days no charge

9 Obtain excavation permit from the Secretariat of Public Services
(Technical Department, Permit Coordination)

Agency : Secretariat of Public Services (Technical Department, Permit
Coordination)

This permit allows BuildCo to conduct any excavation of the road to install
the pipes. The pavement must be repaired to its initial status after the
completion of the work. 

To obtain the permit, BuildCo must submit:
a. Communication addressed to the Technical Director; 
b. Proof of payment of property tax; 
c. Copy of the constitution; 
d. O cial identi cation of the legal representative; 
e. Work project; 
f. Work program; 
g. Copy of professional license and identi cation of the DRO; 
h. Payment of fees; 
i. Escrow; 
j. Feasibility of water and drainage. 

The procedure is legislated in Art. 37 of the Building Code of the City of
Monterrey, Nuevo León. The basis of the cost is in the Art. 52, Section III of
the Finance Act for the Municipalities of Nuevo León.

5 days MXN 79,264

10 Request and connect to water and drainage services at the Water and
Drainage Services of Monterrey (SADM)

Agency : Water and Drainage Services of Monterrey (SADM)

BuildCo must submit the following:
a. Document proving ownership; 
b. O cial identi cation of the legal representative; 
c. Articles of incorporation; 
d. Land use permit; 
e. Building permit; 
f. Registration of wastewater discharge; 
g. Architectural plan. 

The procedure is legislated in Art. 42 of the Finance Act for the Municipalities
of Nuevo Leon and Art. 31 of the Building Code of the City of Monterrey,
Nuevo León. The basis of the cost is in the Second Agreement, Title Services
Water and Sewerage of Monterrey, IPD Meter Installation Fees for
Connection and Service Standards Reinstalling Meter; O cial Gazette no.
147.

The cost is calculated as follows: [MXN 13,266.30 for the infrastructure
contribution] + [MXN 9,140 for water connection] + [MXN 9,350 for drain
connection] + [MXN 1,750 for the meter and installation]. It is assumed that
the average water need is 662 liters/day and the average wastewater  ow is
568 liters/day. A diameter of 1 inch for the drinking water connection and 4
inches for the drain connection are also assumed. Connection costs include
labor, materials and costs of repaving.

21 days MXN 28,984

11 Submit completion of construction work report (o cio de obra
terminada) and request stamp by the Secretariat for Urban
Development and Ecology

Agency : Secretariat for Urban Development and Ecology

BuildCo or the Responsible of Construction works (Responsable de Obra)
must provide a  nal report to the Secretariat for Urban Development and

1 day no charge

http://dbuat.financeandprivatesector.org/~/media/WBG/DoingBusiness/Documents/Profiles/Country/MEX.pdf
http://dbuat.financeandprivatesector.org/data/exploreeconomies/profile/~/media/AF824138BBBF4853B9C8C237C3D99FF9.ashx
http://dbuat.financeandprivatesector.org/reforms/overview/economy/%7BcountryUrlName%7D
http://dbuat.financeandprivatesector.org/data/exploreeconomies/profile/~/media/WBG/DoingBusiness/Documents/Methodology/LMR/LMR-2018DB-service-sector-data-points-and-details.xlsx
http://dbuat.financeandprivatesector.org/methodology/LMR-why-it-matters
http://dbuat.financeandprivatesector.org/About-Us/FAQ#EWI



























































































































































































































































